HSP3U – Foundations of Anthropological, Psychological & Sociological Thought II

SOCIOLOGY SKILLS AND METHODS I 
Read pp. 60-63 in The Human Way and answer the following.

1. a)  What is ‘statistical analysis’?

     b)  What have homicide statistics told us about murders in Canada?

     c)  What intervening variables may have existed when comparing Canadian homicide statistics to
          those of other countries?

2. a)  What is a ‘trend’?

     b)  What trends have been evident in terms of homicide in Canada?

     c)  How can trends help to correct inaccurate public perceptions? 

3. Define each of the following and give an example:

· causal theories

· consequential theories

· independent variable

· dependent variable

· intervening variable(s)
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SOCIOLOGY SKILLS AND METHODS II

Read pp. 63 – 65 in The Human Way and answer the following.
1.  a)  What advantages does the self-administered questionnaire have over the   

          administered method?

     b)  What are the three problems associated with the questionnaires as a whole?

2.  a)  What advantage does the “case study” method have over the questionnaire method?

     b)  How would you define “case study”?

3.  State the major ethical concerns faced by social scientists when conducting

     case studies and questionnaires.
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